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The conservative Partido Accion Nacional (PAN) and the center-left Partido de la Revolucion
Democratica (PRD) are considering forming coalitions in gubernatorial elections in Yucatan
and Tabasco states later this year. But despite their best intentions, the two parties are having
difficulties reaching an agreement on running a single candidate against the long-governing Partido
Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) in the two gubernatorial races, scheduled for May 27 in Yucatan
and Nov. 11 in Tabasco.
In a resolution passed in late January, the PRD's executive committee proposed to throw its support
behind PAN candidate Patricio Patron Laviada in the Yucatan election if the conservative party
agreed to support the PRD's nominee, probably Raul Ojeda Zubieta, in Tabasco. Ojeda represented
the PRD in the October 2000 election, losing narrowly to PRI candidate Manuel Andrade Diaz (see
SourceMex, 2000-10-18). That election was overturned when a federal electoral court (Tribunal
Electoral del Poder Judicial de la Federacion, TEPJF) ruled that sufficient evidence of fraud and
irregularities existed to overturn the PRI victory.
In supporting a coalition for the upcoming gubernatorial elections, PRD leaders cited the need to
end the influence of the PRI old guard in southeastern states, led in Tabasco by former governor
Roberto Madrazo Pintado and in Yucatan by outgoing Gov. Victor Cervera Pacheco.

Plan attracts some grassroots opposition
The PAN's executive committee initially expressed some interest in the PRD plan, but party leaders
have been slow to formally endorse the proposal because of strong opposition from some of the
party's federal legislators and grassroots supporters in Tabasco. The PAN's slow response has left
PRD leaders impatient. "They have not even given us the courtesy of responding to our requests for
a meeting," said Lorena Villavicencio, the PRD's secretary in charge of coalitions.
Party president Amalia Garcia was more blunt in a recent interview, saying the PAN is passing up
the opportunity for the two parties to work together in the Tabasco and Yucatan elections. "We will
not press the issue further," said Garcia. "The PAN must now decide whether we compete together
for these gubernatorial posts." But PAN Sen. Juan Jose Rodriguez Pratts, who represents Tabasco
in the upper house, said the objective of a coalition should not simply be to block the PRI from
retaining power in Tabasco. "If the PAN and the PRD want to form an alliance, they first have to
reach common ground on policy," said Rodriguez Pratts.
Rather than endorse a coalition with the PRD, PAN supporters in Tabasco attempted to draft rebel
PRI Sen. Humberto Mayans Canabal to head a coalition ticket. Mayans turned down the PAN,
saying he was committed to working for Ojeda's election. There has also been strong resistance at
the grassroots level among PRD supporters in Yucatan. "We consider that Mexico requires a solid
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and cohesive leftist movement, and not one that will sell its position to the highest bidder," said
Georgina Rosado, the PRD's secretary-general in Yucatan state. Still, some PAN and PRD leaders
are hopeful that a coalition will become a reality. "I do not see any major obstacle for us to create a
coalition," said PRD Ojeda Zubieta.

Yucatan electoral council dispute unresolved
The dispute regarding the composition of the state electoral council in Yucatan remains at an
impasse, with the PRI-dominated state legislature continuing to ignore a ruling from the Tribunal
Federal Electoral (TRIFE) regarding the composition of the state electoral council (Consejo Estatal
Electoral, CEE). The TRIFE and the TEPJF are distinct but related courts with jurisdiction over
Mexican elections. The Yucatan state legislature, which is closely allied with Gov. Cervera, late last
year appointed an electoral council sympathetic to the PRI.
The TRIFE ruled that this action was improper and proceeded to appoint its own 14-member CEE
(see SourceMex, 2000-12-20, 2001-01-14). The TRIFE's move angered the PRI, which filed a complaint
with the Procuraduria General de la Republica (PGR), citing interference by the federal electoral
court in the internal affairs of the state.
The PRI has also brought the case before the federal human rights commission (Comision
Nacional de Derechos Humanos, CNDH) and the Organization of American States (OAS). The
PRI, meanwhile, has organized its supporters in Yucatan to prevent the TRIFE-appointed election
commissioners from assuming their posts, including using a blockade of the entrances to the CEE
building in the Yucatan capital of Merida.
The PRI-sponsored blockade forced authorities to hold a swearing-in ceremony at a local park
because the new CEE members were not allowed access to the electoral council's facilities. As of
early February, the TRIFE-appointed electoral- council members had not been allowed access to the
CEE building. The existence of two separate electoral bodies also disrupted the deadline for parties
to register their platforms for the May gubernatorial election. As expected, the PRI was the only
party to register with the electoral body appointed by the legislature, while the PAN, PRD, and two
other parties filed their papers with the TRIFE-appointed body.
The PRI has made it known that it would only participate in elections overseen by the CEE
appointed by the legislature. The legislature-appointed CEE has been refused access to the state
voter rolls, so electoral officials say they plan to use the list used for 1998 elections. The intransigence
of PRI supporters has led the PRD and the PAN to request direct intervention from President
Vicente Fox's administration.
Until now, Fox has refused to intervene in the matter unless the TRIFE requests federal action.
The federal intervention has yet to be requested, but Interior Secretary Santiago Creel Miranda
said the federal government continues to work intensively behind the scenes to broker a solution.
Even without agreement on the CEE dispute, Gov. Cervera has announced that he will make his
official proclamation on Feb. 15 that allows campaigns to begin for the May 27 election. But if no
compromise or solution is reached on the composition of the CEE, the Yucatan elections could be
postponed, analysts said.
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PRI formalizes challenge of Jalisco election
The PRI, meanwhile, has tried to use the Tabasco case to ask the TEPJF to reverse the results of the
Jalisco election, which PAN candidate Francisco Ramirez Acuna won by a narrower- than-expected
margin in November 2000 (see SourceMex, 2000-11- 29). After complying with PRI requests to
closely review the ballots, state electoral officials in Jalisco ratified Ramirez's victory in mid-January.
But PRI officials in Jalisco, led by gubernatorial candidate Jorge Arana and state party president
Ramiro Hernandez Garcia, said the TEPJF should consider numerous irregularities, including
the state funds spent by outgoing Gov. Alberto Cardenas on behalf of Ramirez and other PRI
candidates. "We are asking electoral authorities to measure us with the same ruler that they used in
Tabasco," Arana told reporters.
PAN officials have rejected the PRI argument. "The complaints in Tabasco were based on solid
facts," said Ricardo Ramirez Aguilera, a PAN official in Jalisco. "Here, the PRI complaints are
based only speculation and interpretation." Officials for both parties are hoping the case can be
resolved before March 1, the date Ramirez Acuna is scheduled to take office. If the TEPFJ accepts
the PRI's arguments, state legislators would have to appoint an interim governor and call for new
elections. (Sources: Associated Press, 01/15/01; Los Angeles Times, 01/14/01, 01/16/01; The News,
01/16/01, 01/17/01, 01/29/01; La Jornada, 01/16/01, 01/17/01, 01/19/01, 01/29/01, 02/01/01; Notimex,
01/16/01, 01/22/01, 01/23/01, 02/04/01; El Universal, 01/10/01, 01/12/01, 01/16- 19/01, 01/22/01,
01/23/01, 01/25/01, 01/26/01, 01/29-31/01, 02/01/01, 02/05/01; El Financiero, 01/12/01, 01/15-17/01,
01/19/01, 01/22-25/01, 01/29/01, 01/31/01, 02/01/01, 02/05/01; Excelsior, 01/12/01, 01/15-17/01,
01/22-24/01, 01/26/01, 01/29-31/01, 02/01/01, 02/05/01; Reforma, 01/12/01, 01/16/01, 01/17/01, 01/19/01,
01/23/01, 01/25/01, 01/26/01, 01/29/01, 01/30/01, 02/05/01; CNI en Linea, 01/14-17/01, 01/20/01,
01/22-24/01, 01/28-31/01, 02/04-06/01; El Diario de Yucatan, 01/09-12/01, 01/15/01, 01/17-19/01,
01/22/01, 02/01/01, 02/02/01, 02/05/01, 02/06/01; Novedades, 01/12/01, 01/16/01, 01/19/01, 02/05/01,
02/06/01; El Informador (Guadalajara), 01/12/01, 01/22/01, 01/23/01, 01/31/01, 02/02/01, 02/05/01,
02/06/01; Mural (Guadalajara), 01/21/01, 02/01/01, 02/05/01, 02/06/01; El Economista, 01/18/01,
01/22/01, 01/26/01, 01/30/01, 01/31/01, 02/01/01, 02/02/01, 02/05-07/01)
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